
Global Tropics Hazards And Benefits Outlook 
1/22/2019 

 
Dan Harnos 

 
Outline 

 
1. Review of Recent Conditions 
2. Synopsis of Climate Modes 
3. GTH Outlook and Forecast Discussion 
4. Connections to U.S. Impacts 



Outlook  

Review 

Cool shading 

More clouds/rain 

 

Warm shading 

Less clouds/rain 

TS Desmond: 

1/20-1/21 

D 

D 



ENSO: (10 January, 2019 Update) 

Å ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch 

 

Å El Niño is expected to form and continue through the Northern Hemisphere spring 

2019 (~65% chance). 

Å Given the timing and that a weak event is favored, significant global impacts are 

not anticipated during the remainder of winter, even if conditions were to form. 

 

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 

Å The MJO rapidly crossed the Western Hemisphere the past week, and is presently 

over the Maritime Continent..  

 

Å Dynamical models indicate that the MJO is likely to enter the West Pacific during this 

week, before stalling and weakening ensues. Some of this could be a result of a 

competing signal currently over the Western Hemisphere, forced by the extratropics. 

 

Extratropics: 

Å The North American circulation pattern is not currently consistent with the MJO being 

over the Maritime Continent, but appears ñlocked inò to the negative Arctic Oscillation 

state expected from the signal crossing the Western Hemisphere a week ago. The 

MJO would support the potential for reinforcing shots of cold air into the eastern U.S. 

during the first half of February. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_disc_jun2018/enso-alert-readme.shtml



